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COMPASSWEDDINGS

Eight top tips for the
perfect wedding reception
Julian Saipe’s eight top tips for making

your wedding reception linger forever

in your memory, and in the memories

of all your guests

One: Stationery and invitations
Remember how stylish the wedding invitation looked that began
new sequences in the film Four Weddings and a Funeral? That’s
what you want your own invitations to be. So go for something
original: a customized invitation in beautiful calligraphy. 

Two: The venue
Think hard about venues: this is the key part of your entire
reception. The right venue says something special about you and
your wedding. Recent legislation has made far more venues able
to hold weddings; take advantage of this to look around at
everything available near you.

Three: Flowers
Again, consider being really original. Why not go for big colours
and exquisite designs? As with every aspect of your wedding, try
to avoid stereotypes. Talk to your florist, and make sure they ‘get’
what you want your wedding to be.

Four: Table settings
Another opportunity to look beyond the stereotypes. Instead of
white linen, why not go for a Monet cream, ivory damask, or - for
the summer - some richer colours: hot pinks, lavender or lime?

Five: The food
The food is the ‘engine room’ of your wedding. Increasingly,
London society weddings are preferring a more original approach
than the traditional three course sit-down dinner. Why not have a
longer, funky reception, with some really great original canapés,
and then a super two course meal? Or do things the other way
round: sit down to a starter and a main course, and then have a
splendid dessert stall. Think beyond the obvious.

Six: The drinks
Why not start with some fantastic champagne cocktails served in
funky glassware, rather than the usual formal champagne in
flutes? After all, this is a wedding, not a corporate get-together.
Avoid full-bodied wines: choose some zesty, light, fruity wines, or
grape varieties such as Pinot Bianco or Sauvignon Blanc,
accompanied by some great non-alcoholic cocktails.

Seven: Lighting
The lighting at some weddings can be disappointing. Try to
incorporate more mood lighting, and candlelight. 

Eight: The cake
Here it is, your big chance to abandon the traditional wedding-
cake-that’s-actually-a-Christmas-cake-with-lots-of-icing approach
and go for something more unusual. There are so many options:
delicious cupcakes served in a splendid tiered display; and exotic
cakes that will leave you wanting more rather than feeling
dismayed at the idea of having to eat another slice. �

Julian Saipe is a former opera singer and managing director of
London’s fashionable party caterer, Zafferano. Tel: 020 8905 9120,
mobile 07958 671373. Email julian@zafferano.co.uk.
www.zafferano.co.uk

Friday 1st to Sunday 
3rd February 2008

Windsor & Solent Halls

Bride of the Year Competition
Finals on Friday 1st Feb, 5.45pm

Preview Evening
1st Feb, 5-8pm. FREE ENTRY

For further information please contact BIC Exhibitions:
Tel: 01202 456 509 or 01202 456 501

Email: exhibitions.bic@bournemouth.gov.uk   www.bic.co.uk

Bournemouth International Centre

Open Saturday 10am-5pm and Sunday 11am-4pm
Admission Saturday/Sunday: £3.50 Adults

Accompanying Seniors & children 16 and under FREE

Win a Magnum of Champagne!

Grooms’ Zone!
Incorporating Absolute Fun Casino

DAILY FASHION SHOWS
De-stress & Health Zone!

Incorporating The Pamper Experience co.

Over 150 wedding specialists to help you plan your special day!

Exeter Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH2 5BH

The
BIC Wedding Show

Pick up the

official free show guide

in the Daily Echo prior

to the show!

We are now taking bookings for weddings from June 2008.
Celebrate your special red carpet day in our ‘new’ hotel and be one of the

first couples to benefit from the £7 million refurbishment programme.

Civil Ceremonies or Partnerships can be held in one of our large suites,

which can accommodate 100 guests.

50% off 2009 prices in 2008
(Guide prices: £45 per head from £90 per head)

Contact our dedicated Wedding Planner who will be pleased to guide you
through all your arrangements.

With captivating views to rival

some of the very best in

Europe, superior dining,

unparalleled hospitality and the

warmest of welcomes! The

splendour, enchantment and

history of the Avonmouth

reflects in the relaxed and

friendly atmosphere. A

memorable experience is

awaited as you walk through

the doors of this supreme

Georgian Residence. 

A BEAUT IFUL WEDDING VENUE

The Avonmouth Hotel, Restaurant & Spa
95 Mudeford • Christchurch • Dorset BH23 3NT

Telephone 01202 483434
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